General Sub jects Section
ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT
THE INFANTRY SCHOOL

Fort Benning, Georgia

ADVANCED INFANTRY OFFICERS COURSE
1948 - 1949

THE OPERATION OF THE 18T BATTALION
F08TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY (101ST AIRBORME DIVISION)
IN THE VICINITY OF CARENTAN
' 8=8 JUNE 1944
(NORMANDY CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Company Commander)

Type of operation described: PARACHUTE INFANTRY
BATTALION ATTACKING IN THE ENLARGEMENT OF A BEACHHEAD

4

Major Knut H Raudstein, Infantry
ADVANCED INFANTRY OFFICERS CLASS NO.II



TABLE OF CONTENTS

InG e eonassoenusasosacasasronsonoerortovesvonassanans
Biﬁliography.................;.....;.................
Introduction...............;.........................
Opefation OVOLLOL e e v s v snnnovssonasenensoseasasnssne
Terraln of the Cotentin.s.cvivieocrrcsoocasresansosanne
Enemy Situabion.ceceseesscrsvoreansacososstasssnssecnnas
Mission &nd PlanS.ecesssssesarncrsevossovsersrerescss
Preparations.......;............................;....
The Flighbeusieersesnsuvorvesvsosesesassosoosennsssnsas
The DIOPesssosvecsssstsrsorsssncscasssorsessesonsvrsvne
ﬁ =l HOUDS e s serrsasasssonsesnctscsarsinsscentansosnns
‘Seizure 0f the ExitSseisrneceststenvecrrsssssverstnnee
_Abtion.at HOLGYeveorervoeanssenssnssassvrosssennsnnse
Reconnalssance 10 the SoUuthe.vessveestsivesssssccoine
- The HedgeXrOwWSecsessssrsvsonscrssssevococansssessensse
Action at BeaumONtesseesersosnasursasssssvencoscsvecrae
"DY Company Attecheds.ceseeecnrssecrosnrsseonsaverone
Night Attack.........;........;......................
Severance of the Column..,...........................
Plan fber PlUuS Ruvesceversontvtssesanssssocssocossses
The ALTBCK. cesvererccsoarsrscesstsncssssinroncrsrvonne
Anelysls and OriticlsMm.sscecevcsvrisnnronarecroveenvae
Léssons............................f.................
Nap I - 101st Airvorme Division Flight Plan
Map II- Xnemy Troop Disposition
Map I1II- Plan 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment

1

PAGE

® o o O £ F

12
14
18
18
19
24
26
=7

31
33
34
35
40

5l



Overlay - Landings

Map Incidence Sheet - Zone of Operations
Meap IV’Action.near Holdy

Map V - Culoville to Besumont

Map VI - Action at Beaumont

Map VII- Night Attack

Map VIII- The Attack

Graphic Summary of Operations

la



BIBLIOGRAPHY

B~l Utah Beach to Cherbourg (6 June-27 June 194}
Historical Division, Department of the Army .
(PIS Librery)

B=-2 Crusade in Europe
By General Dwight D Eisenhower
Poubleday & Co, New .York
(Possession of Lt Col F T Remsey, Adv C1 II)

B=-3 Rendegvous with Destiny ' :
A History of the 10lst Airborne Division 74 4:?}%
Repport and Northwood, Infantry Journal Press “
(Personal possession of the euthor) '

B=4 Operation Neptune
After Action Report of Troop Carrier Command
Document 767.6 (TIS Library

B~5  F06th Parachute Infantiry Regiment in Normandy Drop
(Regimental Unit Study Number 3)
History Section,European Theeter of Operations
(TIS Library)

B-8 Operations of the 506th Parachute Infantry in the
Invasion of Western Furope, After Action Report of
the 83 to the Regimental Commandex
(Personal possession of the author)

B~T The Garéntan Causeway Fight |
SLA Msrshall, History Section, European Theater of
Operations (TIS Library)

B«8 Operations of the 1l0lst Alrborne Division in the
Invasion of France, After Action Report of the
101st Alrborne Division, Document 731.1 (TIS Library)

B=-9 Cassidy's Battalion
(Battallon end smell unit study number $)}
Historical Section, Europeen Theater of Operations
(TIS Library) -

B-10 Currahea, Informal History of the 506th Parachute
Infentry (TIS Library)

B=11l The Mightiest Army ,
The Readers Digest Assoclation
(Possession of Lt Col F T Remsey, 4dv C1 II)

B~12 Back Door to Normandy
Infantry Journel, Nov 1948, p. ¢
{TIS Library)
B«13 My Three Years with Elsenhower
* Harry C Butcher USNR
Simon Schuster 1946 :
(Personal possession of the author)

2



S=1

8=-2

8-4

PK
EwW

Statement of Charles H Chase, Lt Colomel, Infantry,
former Executlive Officer, 5086th Parachute Infantry.

Statement of Eli B Howell, Major, Infantry (Inactive
Reserve) former 83, lst Battalion, 506th Parachuta
Infantry.

Statement of Odie E Wilson, Captain, Infantry
(Inactive Reserve} former Platoon Leader, lst Platoon,
Company "C", PO8th Parachute Infertry.

Staetement of Roneld C Speirs, Ceptain, Infantry
former Platoon Leader, "D" Company, h08th Parachute
Infantry.

Personal knowledge.

Eye witness.



THE OPERATION OF THE 18T BATTALION
hO6TH RﬁRACHUTE INFANTRY {101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION)
IN THE VICINITY OF CARENTAN
8~8 JUNE 1944
(NORMANDY CAMPAIGN)
(Personel Experience of a Company Commender)

INTRODUCTION

The operations of e Parachute Battalion in the Normandy
Campaign is an unusuel subject for military study for several
reasons: (a) The missions assigned to the airborne units par-
tielpating in the campaign were successfully accomplished des-
pite an initial operational fiesco. {1) (b) The pre-imvasion
prediotion of Air Chief Marshel Leigh-Mallory that the opera-
tion was so hezardous that it was doomed to feilure was not
confirmed. (2) (c¢) While the Normandy cempaign entailed the
first large scale uée of alrborne troops, the aoctual number of
troops seizing the objectives was relatively smell. {3)

This monograph relates to the operations of the lst Battal-
lon of the 508th Perachute Infentry, 1lO0lst Airborne Division,
from D-day to D-plus-2 in the seizure of a beachhead on the
Cotentin_Peninsula near Carentan, France during the Norméndy
Campaign in June of 1944, The operations of this battalion can
be considered typical of the other participating parachute bat-
telions. Its esprit de corps was high; its pre-combat training
had been intensive; its troopes were properly imbued with the will
t0 close with and destroy the enemy; aﬁd_its misslons were ao~
complished with similar difficulties and degrees of success. (4)

 OPERATION OVERLORD |

The seizure of the Cotentin Peninsula and the port oity of
Cherbourg (Mep I-1) was of vital importence to the suscess of
(1) B=l, p.1%; (2) B2, p.246; (3) B-1, P.14; (4) PK.
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Operation Oveplord, the plan for the invesion of western Europe.
Drafting of the operation&ggg begun in the summer of 1943, wgeﬁ
the Gemmans had been driven ?ut of Africa and the assault in Italy
was progressing as planned. Troops and supplies had been built up
in Englend to permit a major campaign designed t0 cross the chan-
nel, establish beachheads for the unloading of troops and logis-
tloel support, and fo secure ports for the more eofficient move-
ment of battle impedimenta. The general plan envisaged the em-
ployment of five asseult beaches: three in the British sector to
the east, and two in the Ameriocen sector to the west. (Mep I-2)
Two Amerjican aelrborne divisions and one British airborﬁe division-
were aveilable in addition to the seaborns troops. (6) It was
determined that the two American divisions, the 824 and 10lst,
.would be emplcyed in the reer of the westermost beach to faocili-
tate the early cepture of Cherbourg. (7) Two terrain features
which dominated the aree of operations prescribed the majority
of the initisl objectives for these two divisions.
TERBAIN OF THE COTENTIN

The Douve river is the dominating feature of the Cotentin
Peninsula. (Mep II-l). Its course 1is génerally to the southeast,
winding through a wide flat valley and emptying into the English
Chennel north of Carentan. A lock {Mep II-2) neer Carentan was
believed to control the drainage of this valley, and it was
thought that the force holding the lock could flood the valley,
thereby reétricting traffioc into the peninsula to a few bridges.
The western@ost asgeult beach, given the code name of "Utah", wes
e wide, flat, sandy beach which was dominated by high ground about
a thousand yards inlend.(Map II-3) Between the beach and the high

ground was a strip of low, mershy ground which air photos revealed

(5) B-1, p.2; (6) B-1, p.1; (7) B-1, p.3.
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to be inundeted. This area was traversed by four ceuseways, which
could be easily blown or obstructed, and was dafended by a system
of entrenchments, pillboxes mounting tenk turreta, and concrete
gun emplecements, all of which gave interlocking fire with adja-
cent positions. Thus the fterraln dicetated that the lock to the
north of Carentan, the bridges ecross the Douve, and the high
ground. dominating the four beach exits be quickly seized to per-
mit the unrestricted use of the beach, and to prevent.the enenmy
from moving his reserves into the beachhead, (8) In addition to
these, the disposition of enemy troops demanded'tﬁat one othepr
Objaétive be secured.
ENEMY_SITUATION

On the high ground dominating the northern part of the beach
was an empleced coastal battery which commended the entire beach.
(Mep II-#) The reduction of this position and the capture of
troope manning 1t was another missilon given to the airborne forge.

Elsewhere on the peninsula, intelligence reports indicated that
the 709th and 2434 Infantry Divisions were disposed along the east
and west coests respectively. Shortly before the invasion, addi-
tional 1ntelligence revealed that the 91lst Infantry Division hed
also moved into the Utah beach area. .The enemy was belleved ca-
pable of rigid defense of the beaches by the T09th Division sup-
- ported at Hehour by the 9lst Division,and piecemesal counter-
attacks by a maximum of four battelions and a battalion combat
team on D=day. (10) |

| . MISSION AND PIANS

The mission of the VII Corps, as indicated in Field Order
Number 1, dated 28 May 1044, was: "VII Corps assaults Utah Beach
(8) B-3, p.90; (9) B-3, P.92; (10) B-1, p. 6.
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on D-day at H-hour and captures Cherbourg with minimum dalay."
The 10lst Airborne Division was assigned to this Corps with the
general missibn of landing in resr of the beach, securing the
beachhead from the north, preventing the movement of ehemy re-
serves into the south flank of the Corps along the Douve river,
seizing the high ground in rear of the beach, and making contact
with the 824 Airborne Division to the west. {11)(12)

The division plan called for the initiel employment of its
three parachute regiments in the seizure of the division ob jec~
tives, to be later supported by the glider regiment which, due to
the scarcity of planes, would have to arrive by sea. The 508th
Parachute Infantry wes given the mission of seizing the two sou-
thern beach exits, destroying all lines of communication in its
zone, particularly the underground cable conneoting Carentén and
Cherbourg, the seizure of two wooden bridges across the Douve be-
tween the loock end the sea, and establishing contact with the
501st Parachute Infantry which was to selze the lock and the
bridges leading into Carentan, (13) The reglmental plan (Map III-1)
prescribed the use of two drop zones and asslgned the misslon of
gelzing the beach exits to the 24 Battallion, the selzure of the
bridges to the 3d Battaion, and the severancs of the Carentan-
Cherbourg cable to a platoeon of the lst Battalion, whiech wes ﬁo
Temain in regimental reserve. |

The lat Batta;ion was given another pletoon mission - that
of demonstrating to the south of the willage of St Marie du Mont
‘while the 24 Battalion marched around the north of the town en-
route to the beaech exifs, Drop Zone "C" was assigned to the lst
and 24 Battalions and Regimental Headquarters. Drop Zone "D" was
assigned to the 3d Battelion. (14)

(11) B-1, p.3; (12) PK; (13) B-3, p.98; (14) PK.
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PREPARATIONS

These and most of the other planning details were settled
prior to 29 Maj 1944, when the Regiment was sealed 1n its nar-
shalling aress at airfields in the south of England. Therse, the
first order of business was the orlentsation and briefing of troopa,
For thils purpose, papier mache models of the area, including the
drop zones and objectives, had bsen previously prepered, and wefe
issued to the units. Briefing was done by platoon. Initially,
the Battalion steff officers and ocompany commanders were briefed,
‘then each pletoon leader brought his platoon into the briefing
tent for a complete orientation on the enemy situation, The mis-
sions of the regiment, the objectives of each battalibn} the regi-
mentel, battalién; and.company plens, snd the terrain, paying par-
$ioular attention to the drop zones and the routes to the objeo~
tives, were studied., As the lst Battallon was to be in Regimental
reserve, Lt ColOnei William A Turner, the battalion commander, per-
sonally briefed each platoon of his battalion on his plen for the
execution of any of the HRegimental missions which the reserve bat-
talion might inherit should anything happen t¢ any of the other
bettelions. A pletoon of "A" Company studied routes to the Car-
entan-Cherbourg cable and a platoon of "B" Company pald particular
attention to the terrain south of St Marie du Mont. (15)

It must be kept in mind that at the time of this operation
the battalion consisted of a hesdguarters company and three rifle
compenies., The headgquerters company consisted of a headquarters,
gn 81 mm mortar platoon of four guns, s machine gun platoon of
eight guns, a communications platoon, and a section of rocket
‘launchers which was not authorized by T/0&E,

(15) EW,



,

The rifle companies consisted of a headquﬁrtera and three
rifle platoons of two rifie squads and a 60 mn mortar squad each.
Total strength of each rifle compsny was 188 men end 8 officers.
Total strength of the battalion with medical and other attechments
was slightly over 600.

Pollowing the initiel orientation, maps were dlstributed in
three scales, Quentities were sufficient that each enlisted man
received a 1/100,000 map of the entire Cotentin peninsula. Each
officer, first sergeant, and mortar squad leadsr-received 1/50,000
sheeats of fhe division zone ¢of reaponsibility, and esch officer
platoon sergeant, and mortar squad leader received a set of 1/25, -
000 maps of the dlvision area. As the complete set in the latter
two sceles was t00 voluminous for one individual to carry, the
recipient selected_those sheets whigh he considered to be of ut-
most tactical value and distributed the other sheets to individ-
uels of his command.

In additipn to these, a specially prepared night map of the
drop zoneland immediate vicinity was distributed to eadh individ-
ual » ;This mp consisted of a 1/7,500 vertical photo of the centar
of the drop zone, surrounded by sketches of the adjacent court ry-
side as 1t might appear from an elevation of 1,000 feet over the
center of the drop 2zone. These maps were studled by individuals,
squads, and platoons. Roed nets were sketched and memorized, and,
finally, each platoon visited the briefing tent to study the ter-
rein model at least one more time. (16) This substitution for a
ground reconnaissence prior %o en attaok was carriesd on coneur-

rently with the distribution of special equipment.

(16) EW.



The lack of ammunition cerriers made resupply of mortar and
‘machine gun ammunition & serious problem. In en attempt to solve
this problem, each individual not a member of a machine gun or
morter crew was required to carry either a belt of ammunition or
e 80 mm mortar round. Additional emmunition for these wespons waﬁ
put in bundles to be dropped from the racks of the airplanés.

Antitank defense was to be initially confined to the rocket
léunchera carried in the platoons. Expefience hed indicated that
the tubes of these weapons were frequently bent or otherwise
damaged on dropping. Therefore, half of these weapons were %0 be
dropped on the person of the gunners end the balance droﬁped in
bundles from the racks. To supplement this meager ant itank de-
fense, each individual was given a one-pound Hawkins antitank
mine to be collecteﬁ upon reaching the assembly areas. {17)

Phosphorescent discs were issued for individuel identifice-
tion or night recognition, angd phOSphorescent cords were ﬁade
available to distinetively mark each squﬁd bundle., Ordinery ten-
cent-store mtal crickets were distributed for challenging during
the assembly ~ one click the challenge; two olicks the reply. The
passwords for the first five days were memorized.

Flight manifests were prepared. The chapleins held dally
well-attended sérvices. Letters were written and censored. Movies
were shown nightly. Some athletic activity was arranged, although
this was limited due to the need fof-security. While the mapshal-
ling tent camps had been erected several weeks prior to their co-
cupancy, the grass in the center of the fields had not been tram-
pled, and 1t was, therefore, prudent to limit traffic to the edge
of the fields lest aerial reconnaissance reveal the presence of

troops.

(17} EW.
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4 new type individual first aid packet was mede available,
which contained a large dressing, a tourniquet, and a morphine
syrette. DBengzedrine tablets were issued %o the company commanders;
halozone tablets were issued to all. Gasproof capes, vesicant
detectors, énd assault type gas masks were lssued. The uniform
was the Jjump suit,.gas impregnated. Ranges were provided, where
e last check of the weapons' zerb setting could be made.

The troops were permitted to exchenge the_money in their
possessioh for French francs. ©One thousand frenos were entrusted
to each company commander for use in paying guides. 7Pilot escaps
kits were signed out to each of ficer., The escape kit included in
its rubberized-faebric container one thousand franes, a compass
small encugh to be concealed in the anus, a map of Frence printed
on a pleoe of silk the size of a handkerchief, and a small steel
file.

British-type leg hags had heen procured to be used by redio
operators eand members of weapons orewas to permit them %o descend
with their equipment available for immo diate action. Mae Wests
and parachutes were 1lssued, fitted, and chacked. Containers for
rifles, sacks for mschine gun belts, and ammunition was allotted.

The basic load of small arms, orew-served weapons, amétg}-
tion, and grenades was preseribed for each individual., In addi-
tion to this, as much additional ammunition of any type that an
individual desired to éarry was made available.

Ordnance, Signel, and Quartermaster teams were present in the
mershalling area to repair, replace, or issue any of the normal
items of troop equipment. A service detachment prepared excellent
neals, These service units relieved the units of all responsibil-
ities and details that were humaenly possible.

(18) B"B’ pl 80.
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Most of the details of preparetion had been completed prior
to D minus 1, 80 that day was devoted to laat minute adjustments
of equipment, the final honing of trenoh'knives, and rest. Supper,
on D minus 1, consisted of white bread, steek, and ice oreem in
addition to other more familiar items on the menu. _

- At 2000 hours, the men blackened their faces, buckled inte
thelr equipment and merched to thelir planes on the airstrip; stop~
ping enroute & the hangar to pick up thelr parachutes and Mae -
Wests. While this was a short merch, it was fatiguing, as the
weight of equipment and parachute paraphernalia nearly doubied
the weight of the individual. Pilots and jumpmasters checked the
plane manifests, & jesp messenger delivered to each plane fare-
well messages from Generals Montgomery and Eisenhower, the motors
were turned over, motlon sickness pllls were teken, and at 2510
the battalion wes airborne. (19)

THE FLICHT

Teking off from Upottery Field (Map I1I-2}, in addition to
the lst Battalion, was the Regimentai Haadquartera serial, and a
"~ battalion from the 501st Parachute Infantry, also scheduled to
lﬁnd on Drop Zome "C", The regiment's 3d Battalion had taken off
from Bxeter airfield'(Map-iEir3) with another battalion of the
501st, which was bound for Drop Zonme. "D". (20) apdle -

The joint briefing of pilots a@d jumpmaaters on D=2 had
thoroughly covered rendezvous areas for ell elements of the di-
vision, serial composition, time and space between serials,
routes of all serials to end from the drop areas, and partiocular
stress had been given to the drop signals. It had been pres-
cribed that a "tight" formation would be flown, the altitude over

(19) EW. (20) B3, p.T3.
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the drop zone wes to be a minimum of six hundred feet and & mexi-
mum of one thousand feet, and air spsed was to 59 approximately |
one hundred ten:miles an hour while parachutists were jumping. The
" ecrew chief would notify the jumpmester when the planes were ten
minut es away from the DZ. A red light would be flashed five
minut es away from the DZ snd ell plenes of a serial woﬁld flash &
grean light simulteneously, the "GO" signal, when the serial
leader hed passed over the pathfinders' T, and signalled the other
plenes from his astro dome, Pathfinder markings would eonsist of
the 1ocation of radsr and redio homing sets at the bisection of
the two green electrically llghted lines of the T's. Pathfinders
would'fly slightly dlfferent routes and would arrive on the ground
one-half hour before the combat serials, (21)({22)(23)

The takeoff, serial rendezvous, and formation of the sky
train were uneventful. The air was calm, the anti motion pllls
had tended to meke the men drowsy, and the formation was extremely
- Mtight". Two.ground check points, the Bill of Portland and the
Portland Light Ship, were passed and everything appeared propi-
tious for a suoccessful Jjump, when the.coast of France was clearly
sighted some fifteen hundred feet below.

Just inlend of the coast (Mep I-6), the formation entered !
dense cloud or fog benk. The pilots immediately compensated for
this by teking some interval. As the fog grew even more dense and
visivility dropped to zero, pilot apprehension could be detected
in that the planes were not handled as smoothly as before. To
add to the diffioculties of poor vision, light flak was experlenced
and some ships were shot down. Upon flying out of the fog into a

olear sky, the arcs of small arms tracers could be observed loop-

(21) PK; (22) B~3, p.73; (23) B-#, p. 2.
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ing up from the ground. (24)(85)

The pilots, disregardihg thelr orders, took violent evesive
aetion; some diving to treetop level, others climbing, turning,

. and doing whatever could be done to avdid the light groundlfire.
The formation left after leaving the fog was soon entirely dis-
sipated, and with it went taoticel unity and all of the carsfully
made plans to land in mass on the drop fields. Jumpmestsy reports
indicated that elements of three planes tended to stay together,
which was some small consolation, (28)(27)

The speed of ground aéaémbly is directly proporticnal to the
6oncentratién of plenee in the alr. Experiencs haé proven that
ﬁhe conditions for an ideal jump assembly ere: minimum distance
in depth and width of seriaf;effect the greateét concentration of
parachutists in the alr; calm air and minimum sir speed, short of
stalling, prevent dispersion due to both drift and extended inter-
val between the first énd last men out of the planes; flat even
terrain to prevent minor injuries on landing, and to give an un-
obstructed view of the entire drop zone; and experienced troops.
Assembly training hed been extensive, bpth'after actual Jumpézel
and simulated Jumps. Thé best possible Jump fields had been
selected. The air was calm, but the factors of air speed and
flight concentration were not under the control of the tactical
comma nder, and cansequently the speedy assembly of troops end
prompt exscution of the missions appeared to be doomed to failure
as predictéd.

"THE DROP

Map III shows the drop zones as planned, and Overlay I to
Mep IIT shows the pattern of the actual drop. Some sticka.were
dropped as far as twenty miles away from the nearest drop zone.

(24) EW; (25) B-1, p. 14; (268) PK; (27) B-5, p.4; (28) PK
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The majority of jumpmasters reported they did not see thelr

orew chiefs after theg?were alrborne; most got a warning light

in varying times Egggéggghgggg; air speeds seemed tO be excessivs,
although this was only e matter of opinion; and jump altitudes
varied from four hundred feet to fifteen hundred feet, Some
sticks were dropped s0 near to the ecoast that the last few men

in the s$icks landed in the water.

The 24 Battalion drop was centered about four miles to the
north of 1ts prescribed zone; only one of its planes lended near
drop zone "C". The battalion-mission of capturing the two sou-
thern beaoh exits was thus made more ‘difficult by virtue of the
additional distence interposed between landing and objective.

The 3d Battalion, while dropped in a fairly concentrated patfern,
was unfortunate in that the German defenders in the selected drop
areas had considered that Qrea to be a likely parachute landing
..field, and had ringed the area with troops in elaborate defensive
positions., A house in the center of the zone hed been scaked in
oil and was fired when the troops were in mid air. This light,
in addition to the light of the batitle, was sufficlent 1o Qermit
better marksmanship than in the other zones, and more numerous
immediate casualties resulted. This defense further prohibite@
any kind of assembly, and made the selizure of the two wooden
bridges aoross the Douve seem a remote possibility. (29)(30)

The planes of the Regimental Headquarters, Headquarter&

.and Service Companies were also scattered far from the drop zone
‘"G", but the most unfortunate result of this was that three of
the sticks of communicationé personnel, with their équipment,

were dropped miles from the area of proposed operation., (31)
(89) B-3, p.120; (30) B-5, p.6; (31) B-5, p.8.
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The 1lst Battalion's droplwas comparatively concentrated and
centered south of St Marie du Mont, about a mile from the pre-
scriﬁed zone, While this area was also defended, the resulting
casualties were not nearly as heavy as the 3d Battalion had ex-
perlenced, but the assembly problem was as greet, for the drop
wes centered betﬁeen St Marie du Mont, which was occupled in
strength by the enemy, and a battery of 105's which had not been -
reported in any intélligence. Movemen$d from this fleld wes slow
and hazardous, and many men took cover in drainage ditches and
indentations, and did not leave.the flield for several hours. (32)

- Aslide from the poor'drop and enemy ilnterference, the major
factor retarding the assembly was the terrain., The cérefully
made map end terrain model studies were rendered worthless by the
drop dispersion of tiooPS outside of the division zons, but in
sddition, the size of the hedgerows and their influence on ob-
servation had not been taken into eccount. (33) The hedgerows
were man~high,'and averaged about'threé feet in thickness, and
were surmounted by brusts and other vegetation. These served to
ma ke eabh_field, which wes normally small, e compartment whibh
denied observation out of the field, and from the tops of the
hedgerows permitted observation into only the adJacent field.
Therefore, a man could have been dropped alone into a field and
he would have been as effectively isolated from the other ﬁroops
as 1f he had been dropped a mile away. It wes the loneliness
and darkness of the night, coupled with the lack of observation,
that primarily slowed down the troops in their assembly. Day-
light did little to improve the movement to the assembly areas,

(32) s-2; (33) PK.
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for the increased observation was shared equally with the enemy.
Assembly lights had been of little assistance by virtue of their
limited range;'cow bells, whistles, and other sound means were
equally poor for the noise of battle tended to drown them out,
and the new sound of the high c¢yclic rate enemy machine guns
commanded the greater attention. {34)

Supply problems wera_aggrevaﬁad by the poor drop. Simul-
taneously with the debarkation of the parechutists, the pilots
had aalvoéd the equipment bundles under the planes. Few bundles
were retrieved during darkness, as each was marked with a small
electric light and the dangers inherent in moving these lights
about were all too fully realized by the troops. In the areas
wherein the troops were under fire or near heavy firing, primary
attention was given to departing those areas with utmostlspead.

Gonsequentiy, equipmént beliéved t¢ be cumbersome or unne-
cessary'was abandoned with the parachutes and Mae Wests at the
drop site. Gaa masks were most generally discarded. Some men
were forced to leave their musette bags with the precious mortar
and machine gun ammunition and -the mines. Supply details, work-
ing the fields in the succeeding few days, retrieved much of this
squipment, although some waes picked up by the naetives and the
enemy. (35) Most of the enemy positions captured held several
bundles and an abundasnce of American equipment, ammunition, ra-
tions, weapons, cigareties, and souvenirs. Thus, until noon of
' D-~day, the troops hed few eutomatic weapons, morters, radios, or
rocket launchers, other than those which had heen jumped on the
person of the jumper, a practice which had been unpopular in

training, but whieh peid dividends in combat. (36)

{(3%) PK; (35) 8-1; (38) PK.
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B -4 HOURS

Colonel Turner, the battalion commander, assembled about
thirty of the men who had'landed with him on drop zone "CY,
joined the regimental commender on the field and sent patrols
to loc;te other parties asaembling. The jump had taken place
at about 0ll5 hours, 6 June, and 1t head been anticipated that in
two houfa the bulk of the battalion would be assembled and would
move to its reserve position near Culoville. When the battalion
commander errived at Culoville, his commend consisted of two
officers and about forty mer. By O40O0 hours small groups had
wandered in and raised the strength of the battalion to nearly
rirsy. (37)

| SEIZURE OF THE EXITS

Colonel Robert F. Sink, commander of the 508th Parachute
Infantry, belng without communications equipment, was unable fo
.econtact his 24 and %4 Battalions or to locate elther unit by
patrols., Knowing the importence of the seizure of the beach
- exits, at approximatelky O4#30 hours, he ordered Colonel Turner to
take the lst Battalion to seize beach éxit "1" {Overlay I, Map
- III)(38) One officer was left behind to asasemble the rest of
the battalion as it came in, and the force moved off down the
road to accomplish the mission of the 24 Batta;iona Meanwhile,
the 24 Battelion was having much better fortune in its assembly
and with a strength of about twb hundred wes enroute to the
beach exits (Overlaey I, Map III){39) The division commaender
not having béen in communicatioh with Colonel Sink, had commitfed
his reserve snd when the Turner force arfived at the exit, it was
already in the hands of the Division, whereupon the force returned
fo Culoville, meeting light resistemce. (40)(41)
(37) PK; (38) B=5, p.13; (39) B-5, p.13; (¥0) S-3; (41) B-5,p.22.
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ACTION AT HOLDY

The route of the Turner force from Guioville to the beach
exit passed within five hundred yards of the 105 battery, which
was receiving ettention from other members of the_battalion.

The battery was firing its four pleces toward the beach, and its
personnel had been engaging the troops in the field with amall
arms fire. The sound of this fire attracted several of the lost
who gravitated to the sound in search of thelr units. At Holdy
(Map IV) the company commanders of Headquérters and "C" Companies
joined a foroce of ten or more men from Headquartera,.“A" and "B"
Companies, who were attempting to place thé battery um er fire.
This group was lmmedietely increased by two men from the 824 Di-
vision, who were far from their landing zones. One of these.men
d a 1903 rifié with a grensde lsuncher and some rifle grenades.
The other principal armement of the force was a light mechine gun
ith three belts of ammunition. (428)

This group left the bulldinges at Holdy and moved to a stone
Farﬁhouse about twenty yards from the battery posit;on. The ma-
chine gun was set up In the road anmd one belt fired at the posi-
tion. The hedgerows on both sides of the'road restricted the
traverse of the gun to less than ten degrees, and it is doubtful
that this firing caused any cesualtles to the enemy, However,
the proximity of the fire did cause the gun crews tq leave their
pieces and take cover in the diteh surrounding the position and
the piébes were thereafter not fired by the enenmy.

The attacking force realized that it had not yet acoomplished
anything of real value and would not until the guns themselves
were seized. It was decided that a base of fire would be estab-

lishéd with the mechine gun and the grenade launcher, and the

(42) EW.
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remeinder of the force would cross the road and attempt to enter
the ditch in which the gun crews were taking cover. The grenade
launcher was set up at the adge of the building atop a hsdgerow,
but while targets were being pointed out to the gunner, he was
shot in the neok; whereupon, he ﬁithdrew to Holdy where eoid men
hed established an aid stetion.

The maghline gun and grenade lauhcher, under the command of
one officer, was moved to positions on higher ground ascross from
tpe farmhouse. The other officer snd two men prepared to mbve
along a hedgerow towerd the position and then, under cover of the
hedgerow surrounding the position, planned to enter the d&itch
from the northwest. Just as they were moving out, the battalion
antltank offilcer, with one rocket leuncher and two men from the
antitank platoon, arrived from Holdy. They were orient ed quickly
and sent around s lateral hedgerow to get into poaition where they
could fire into, or preferably enter, the ditoh from the south-
west. These two flanking slements moved forward while the ma-
¢chine gun fired short bursté at the top of the hedgerow, conoeal-
ing the ditch. |

Both flsnking units c:osaed the roed at about the seme timme
and advanced toward the entrances to the ditch, throwing grenades.
The enemy threw grehades back., Although the pdtato masher grenade
ocould be thrown further, its effect was not oompafable to the
fragmentafion grenade, The ditch was entered from_both directions
as planned,and.the two forces converged towsrd the center of the
position, {(43)

The ditoch hed been improved and made into a deep trench in

which emmunitlon for the guns and grenades and small arms had

(43) EW.
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been liberally stocked. The defenders gave liftle resistance
once the trench was entered, because the blast of the rockéta
from one flenk and the continual concussion of grenades from the
other took most of the fight out of the artillery men, Some fls&d
down a drainsge ditch to the east. About thirty prisoners were
taken, and approximately fifty dead or wounded were found in the
trenches. (44)(45)(46)(47)

The reduction of the position permitteﬁ many soldiers, who
had landed near the position, t¢ leave thelr cover and proceed
toward their assambly'areas. Some of these men had lain within
fifteen yerds of the ditch all night, and would have most cer-
tainly been killed or captured had the defenders left the covef
of their trench and aggressively policed the field instead of
attempting to cover the field by fire. (48)

Included in thosé released from their enforced retirement
were the battallon 83, several division staff bfficers who had
landed in the field by glider during the night, about forty lst
Battslion men, and numerous others from other orgeanizations.
Total casueliies for the attacking force was the one man wounded
in the neck. (49)(50) | f

Found on the.position were numerous supply bundles, a quan-
t1ty of small arms ammunition and grenades, an SCR 300 radio, andl
the bodles of several parachutists who hed landed within the po-
sition, Ammunition was redistributed, the troops reorganized,
and the decision reached to attack the village of St Marie du Mont
through the ditch system to the east and north. A radio operator
was located. The frequency was adjusted to the regimentalfcom-

mand net on the retrieved radio and the regimental commander

LU} B=B; p.31; (#5) B=l, p.283; (46) B=3, p.129; (47) EW; (48) s-3,
%49% EW? (%o? s-(3.5 p_ 2 | 3 _p ? T
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notified of the situation and the decision to attack the village,
.He concurred ip the decision and urged caution. He further re-
quested that he be kept advised of the situation and progress, as
he had radio contaeoct with only one other force, the'other lst Bat-~
talion element at Exit "1",(51)(52)(53)

The foroce, consisting then of the company commanders of
Headquarters and "g" dompanies, the 8%, tnp ant itank platoor com-
mander, and about ten men each from Hesdquarters and "A"™ and "B"
companies, with an armement of one light maphine gun and one
- rocket launcher, entered the ditch to the east of the battery po-
sition and prooseded in column of files toward St Marie du Mont.

In the ditch and in the field, many seriously wounded men
were found. These were assisted back to the Holdy aid station
by msmbérs of the forc¢e, Thls so0 dissipated its strength that
when a junction of two major ditches was reached, about two hun-
dred yarde from the edge of the town, only about ten men srd the
officers were left.

The same tactics were agresd upon for the capture of the town.
A base of filre unit and an assa&lting force was established. At
the diteh junetion, oné eompany'commander proceeded up the dlteh
with one men and a machine gun, and the other party attempted to
cross the open field to the easst to close on the south sdge of
the village. Two mn were selected as scouts and dlrected to pro-
ceed across the fleld by bounds. The first men ran about twenty
feet into therfield and took cover behind some wisps of hay.. A
machine gun from the édga of the town opened fire on this man and
~wounded him, IHe was retrieved under continuous machine gun fire
and the plan to oross this open ground wes abandoned. The pro-
gress of the other officer with the machine gun was equally fruit- .
less, and the force withdrew to the battery position. Here one

of the guns was boresighted on the steeple of the towm churclh and
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after knocking that potential observation point out, the sus~
pected machine gun locations on the adge of town were fired upon.
Colonel Sink was ageln contacted by radio and informed of the
feilure of the attack, and advised that the town could be taken
if more troops were available. Reenforced by forty or more. memm
from the regimental CP, another_attack on the town wes launched.
By this time, 1300 hours, elements of the 4th Division were push-
ing into the town from the east, and the town fell without ser-
ious opposition.
ﬁuring fhe day, the 24 Battalion had secured the second beach

exit,.and troops of the seaborne units were passing through the
exits and proceeding inland to the north. At dusk the two elements
of the lst Battalion and the 24 Battalion were assembled at Culo-
ville. There had still been no word from or contact made with the
34 Battalion, whioh was responsible fof a regimental objective to
the south. Neither had there been any contact with the battalion
of the 50lst Parachute Infantry, which was responsible fdr secur-
ing the highwey bridges over the Douve, north of Carentan. {54)

 Tactically, the regimént couid'be considered the best estab-
lished of any in the division. The regimental commender had con-
trol of two of his battalions and was more or léss centrally lo-
cated within the division area; whereas, the other regiments were
engaged in accomplishing theirx missions on the perimeter. Thesse,
and the absence of positive information of the units to the south,
were the gconsiderations that oadsed Major Genersl Maxwell Taylor,
the Division Commender, to visit the regimental CP on the night
of 6 June, and order the regiment toc reoconnoiter the area to the
south in foroe. (55)(56) To essist in this, he attached to the
regiment the 40lst Glider Infantry Battalion, which had come
ashofe=during the day.
(54} B~5, p.35; (65} B-5, p.35; (56) B-3, p.135.
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RECONNAISANCE TQ THE SCUTH

As the 40lst was at full strength and fresh, Colonel Sink
planned to have it lead ﬁhe attack-through Vierville toward S8t
Come du Mont, to be followed by the lst Battelion, the 2d Bat~
talion, Regimental Headquarters, a platoon of attached AT guns,
and a pletoon of engineers. The strength of the lst Battalion
.was unpretentious; "A" Company numbered around rorfy,"B" Company
had nearly fifty,."dﬁ Company totaled thirty odd, and Headquartefs |
Company appréximatély fifty. The attack was planned for 0430
hours on 7 June. (57)

The Glider Bettalion feiled to eppear at the appointed time
and the lat Battalion was given the mission of leading the attack.
"B Company was orderqd %0 take responsibility for twe hundred
yards on the right of the road, "C" Company two hundred yards on
the left of the road, and "A" and Headquarters Companies were
ordered to follow on the road. The Battalion S4 had been sctive
during the night, and as the Companies passed the IP on time, |
- rations and a limited quantity of ammunition\&ggrﬁanded out. (58)

"B" Company was harrassed by sniper fire which came from the
hedgerows to 1ts front and'right; consequently, its progress was
glow. "CO" Company, moving in a line of platoons in column along
ad jacent hedgerows, had no contaot with the enemy until reaching
the nighwey from the beach to St Come du Mont, Here, at the
north of Vierville, "C" Company was engaged by approximately a
pldtoon. The Gompany deployed on both sides of the road and sent
one squad around the extreme lef¥'flank to attempt to dislodge the
| enemy from the hedgerows. This sqﬁad'did hot move far enough to

the left and was outflanked and pinned down by fire. (59)(60)

(57) B=6, p. 11; (58) PK; (59) EW; (60) B-3, p.138.
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"B" Company haed come up to Vierville on the right of the road

and was preparing to continue toward the south when Generﬁl Taylor
dnilcolonel Sink contacted Colonel Turner in the Vierville church.,
Headquarters and YA" Companies had continued on the road into
Vierville without opposition, COlonei Sink hed received informa-
tion that elements of the 34 Battalion had held thelr objective,
so.he ordered the lst Battalion toward a crossroads to the south
of 9t Come du Monte. {61} 4As "C" Company was still engaged, "AM
Company was ordered to teke "C" Company's position on the left of
the road, and "C" Company was ordered to disengage and take "A"
Company's placé in the column. _

"G Company requested an antitank gun to assist in disengeg-
ing the forward squad. This gun was made available by the regiF
mental commander, and with it the hedgerows in which the enenmy
was concealed were tﬁken under direct fire, relleving the pres-
sure on the sguad so thﬁt it withdrew without suffering any cas-
ualties. (62) The enemj did, however, pursue the squad along
the hedgerows, s0 that when the squad haed rejoined the Company
at the edge of the town and the Company had proceeded south on
the road toward St Come du Mont, the 24 Battalion; following on
the road, was taken under fire while in the town, and plnned
down for several hours. {63} |

The progress of "B" and "A" Companies, after leaving Vier-
ville, was slow, The enemy ocCupied the hedgerows, particularly
on the right of the road, and forward progreéa by "B" Company
was mede by sending out units to outflank tﬁe enemf posi tions.
Whereupon, the enemy would withdraw one hedgerow to his rear,
and the same process would have to be repeated., The smokeless,
‘fleshless properties of the enemy's ammunition, and his skill at
camoufleging himself and his positions, made it extremely diffi-
cult to locate the precise location from whioch he was firing,

(81} B=5, p. 37; (62) EW; (63) S-1.
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THE HEDGEROWS

‘The hedgerows deserve more then just passing comment for
they had a direct affect on the tactics employed by units of all
echelons. The French farmers considered them as pert of the
economy of the land, as they served in a variety of ways. A
hedgerow was at once a permanent fence which required little or
no meintenance; a plot of ground which supported the growth of
small trees and brush, providing the farmer with hls cooking emi
heating fuel; & cover to birds and small animals for his table;
a vineyard from which he harvested berries; a barrier for the
control of surface drasinage and erosion; end, not the least im-
portant, a wind break, protecting his crops from channel storms.

The Germens integrated these barricades into their defenses,
Throughout the hedgerows, snd particularly the intersections, they
dug spider holes, carefully removing the soil and retaining the
natural eppearance of the position., These provided a series of
preconatructed outpost lines or defensive lines, which could be
manned by a minimum of troops and permitted the'greatest flex-
ibility of movement to the defenders. The trees and brush were
ldeal for the erectioﬁ and concealment of telephone wire, as
they sc¢reened observation from everywhere except the air. The
hedgerows were thick enoﬁgh to give protection from the fire of
all weapons excepi direct hits of artillery. The ditches at the
base of each slde of the hedgerows were available for proteption
when the aettacker employed his mortars, so that the only effec-
tive fire which could be placed on defending troops was direct
hits in the ditches or on the spider holes. |

The edvantages of the hedgerow systems were prgdominately

with the defender through his knowledge of the terrain and the

/
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locetion of the préconatructed emplecements. A small holding
force could delay a relatively large force and cause it to de~
ploy, bring up its mortars, search the suspected hedgerow, and
probe extensively to the flanks. The decision to abandon the
position remained with the defender until antitank weapons could
be brought up, and, by direct short range fire, blast open the
spider hole. This method, while effective, was costly in gun
crews, and embarrassingly slow, for a squad could delay a bat-
telion for & matter of hours.

' While training in England, the division had maneuvered in
the Slepton Sends area on the south coast. (Map I-7) This area
had been chosen as it most nearly represented the terrain of
Normendy. The hedgerows, the clay soll, the Norman type archi-
tecture, the deep sunkem roads, and the tactics were essentially
the same as were later seen in Normandy. Unfortunéte;y, the
tadtics at Slapton'Sands and for the first few days in Normandy
were confined to maneuvering elong the road nets, and the tre-
mendous tacfical benefits which eould have been gained through
better use of the Slapton Sands area were lost.

ACTION AT BEAUMONT

The distance from Vierville to Beasumont by rosd is less
than 1700 yards, yet it took approximetely an hour snd a half
for the lst Battalion to reach this smell eluster of farm build-
ings. Here, the lline was slowly straighténad when "B" Company
pulled up along side of "A" Company, which had hed reiatively
open terrain on its flank and hed progressed more rapidly. It
was here, also, that the first organized defensive position,
ocoupied in strength, was reached.

On the right of the road, in "B Company's sector, was a

farmhouse surrounded by orchards. It was on commanding ground
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and the area around it had been byllt wp intc & strong defens-
ive position, Connecting trenches ran down the hill to the house,
.where they branched off in all directions and gaeve clear flelds
of fire and excellent routes of withdrawal., "B" Company, in its
forward push, hed pressed the enemy heock to the house but could
not stretch its already thin line further to insure that the
house and the edjacent trenches were cleared. (64)(65) These
pbsitions were reoccupied by the enemy and "B™ Company was taken
under heavy fire, suffering several casualtlies. At epproximately
the same time, abcurate morter fire fell on the orossroad at
Beaumont, and continﬁed t0 fall intermittantly throughout the
remainder of the time the bettalion operafed in that area.

"A"™ Company, pushing off agein on the lefit, was stopped im-
mediately by machine gun fire from the hedgerows to its diréct.
front. Previously, in the mqrning's edvance, most of the oppo-
sition had been rifle fire, but this fire was much heavier in
volume and the caesualties inflicted in the first skirmish with
this position were heavy. About seven men from "B" Company had
become casualties since leaving Veirville; "A"™ Company now lost
five,and "C" Company and Headquarters Compaﬁy together had lost
another five from mortar fire on the road. (68)

Shortly before noon, three light tanks from the bheach Joined
the battelion at Beaumont. They were sent up the road toward
the head of the column, where Colonel Turner and the Tank Com-
mander decided to attempt to knock out the mechine gun positions
by tenk artlllery fire. To point out targets, Colenel Turner,
who was & former Cavalry officer, got into the lead tank and it
started down the road, It hed gone but a few yards when Colonel

Turner, who was standing up in the turret, wes shot through ths

(64) PK; (65) B-5, p.38; (66) 8=-2.
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head and Kilied instantly. The newa of this misfortune spread
repidly through the battalion, and served to split the battalion
into four separate companies. {87)(68)(69)(70)

Colonel Turner was a slight, éggressive individual, and had
been with the battalion since its activation. He had dominated
his staff and company commanders, but his strong character had
been a source of lnspiration and confidence to the battalion.

His executive officer hed onlf one previous opportunity to
demonstrate his capabilities to the battelion, end that had been
an unfortunate experience on the occasion of Colonel Turner's
only leave. The incident had occurred on the last battalion
exercise prior to moving to the maiahalling area. It had been a
cold, miserable night, and nothing had been accomplishedlaccord-
ing to:plan. The route had been lost end there was much marching
without purpoSé. ‘The troops chose to igno}e the difficulties of
the terrain, the complete darkness, end other inadvertant mis-
fortunes, and laid full blame for their misery, whether or not it
was justified, on the acting battelion commender. (71)

Although Colonel Turner had been a strict disciplinerian, and
had besen exaetiné with his officers end men, he was respected b#
all; so it was the news of his death and the lack of confidence
in the new commender thet reduced the morale of the battalion to a
low point. ‘

Another tank was struck by a Germsn rocket, and all the tanks
withdrew to the crossroad where shortly after, on Colonel Sink's
order, they moved to Angoville au Plain to assist the 2d Battalion

in clearing out that town.

(67) PK; (68) 8-2; (89) B-5, p 41; (70} B3, p.138; (T1) PK.
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"B" Company continued to press toward the farm tuildings on
its right flank with 1it£le success., A 57 mm AT plece was brought
forward and pushed through the hedgerows to bring direct fire on
the farmhouse end the trench system, and "B" Compeny was then able
to clear out this area. (72)

While "B" Company was mopping up, "C" Company was committed
to the attack with 1nstruétions to probé %o the left and endeavor
to locate and envelop the enemy flank, ™C" Company moved lateral-
ly along the road toward Angoville au Pléin for about four hundred
yarde, then turned to the right, emd, in a column of files with
one squad one hedgerow out on each flank for security, mede its
first probe. |

This probe was successful only in defermining that the enemy
occupied the hedgerows here in as great strength as at Beaumont.
Several machine guns brought fire on the company, and it retired
to the road and attempted another probe further to the left. This
attack was just getting under way when the company was ordered
back to Beaumont. (73) "B" Company's suocess in clearing out the
farmyard was to be exploited, and it was planned to move the bat-
talion throughl"B" Cbmpany's sector and continue the drive toward
the St Come du Mont grossroad. Before the plen was implemented,
the enemy moved in agsein and occupied the farmyard, and brought
fire on, the troops at Beaumont, Two'of the tanks re joined the
battalion, and once more "B" Company assaulted the ferm buildings,
this time to meet even stronger Tres MMijf and after receiving
more cesualties, withdrew 4o Belmgy% (T4}

~ D_COMPANY ATTAGHED
Colonel Sink, upoﬁ being 1nfbfmed of the situation, decided

that more of a force was needed than the lst Battalion could

muster, and "D Company was attached "D Company, consisting of

~2; T4) 8-2.
(72) s-2; (73) EW; (7 ) S-2 30



more than ninsty men and probably the largest company in the
regiment, was attached to the lst Battalion(765) at 1630 hours,
and was ordered to assist "B" Company by fire from a position
about four hundred yards to the north of the farm buildings. With
this assistance, the two tanks and the H7, "B" Company pushed the
enemy back from the farm again,

"Ch Company was then ordered to relieve "B" Company and hold
the farm position until the battalion could move out of Beaumont.
4 heavy concéntration of mortar fire was dellvered on the cross-
road during this relief, and additional casuaslties were incurred.
By this time the troops were utterly fatigued., They had little
or no sleep for more than Tifty-two hours; they had expsrienced
the emotional strain of a paraohuta‘jump; they hed besn contin-
'ually active, either marching, fighting, patrolling, or sitting
out the nights under most trying circumstances. They were losing
confidence in their commander and his abllity to get the battalion
moving. They were bushed! They had almost"had it."(76)(77)

NIGHT ATTACK

"D" Company was recalled from its position end ordexred-to
move down the road immediately toward St Come du Mont. One tank
was to be loeded with the wounded and was ordered to the Ango-
ville au Plain aid station. The other tank was ordered t0 sup=-
port "C" Company until the column had cleared the crossroad.
Headquarters, "A", "B", and "C" Companies were to follow the
relatively fresh "D Company in that order. (78)(79)(80)(81)

At 2100 hours “D" Company moved out domst the road ﬁhich a

few hours before had been so heavily defended. Its progress wasa
(75) B=6, p.12; (T6)(77) PK; (78) 5-2; (79) S~3; (80) PK; (8L)S-4
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g0 fast that the fatigued men of the battalion had diffigulty
in keeping pace. {82)

| The commander of "D' Company had been given the briefest
orientation when he waé 6rdered forward. Consequently, he and
nis men knew only thet there was supposed to be friendly troops
somewhers in the vicinity of the crossroad south of 8t Come du
Mont; thelr objective., As they approached the crossroed east
of St Come du Mont they put up orange flares, the signal of (83)
friendly trpoPS; The flares brought down a blast of fire from
both flanks, and "D" Company was halted, momentarily, in the
ditches on both sides of the road. (84}

The word was passed back down the column for the tank to
come forward. It left the Beaumont crosafoad in response to the
mgasage'just es the last of "C" Company was felling in on the
road. Within a few minutes, another message was passed back,
"WMachine guns to the head of the column!" All of the machine gun
¢rews ran forward. While they wefa still running dowm the'road,
another message came back calling for the Bazookes to come to
the head of the column, and all of the rocket launcher crews
double~timed toward the head of the column. It was nearly dark,
and visibility was limited to the hedgerow nearest the flanks
and to about ten yards to the fronmt and rear. (85)(86)(87)

Upon arrival at the head of the column, the tank fired with
good effect to the flanks, and foroced the Germans to ke ep down
while the column regained its momentum and pushed ahead., (88)
All of "D" Company and most of Headquarters and "A" Gompaniqs
cleared thé croassroad east of St Come du Mont without suffering
qaaualties end continued towerd the objective about seven hundred
_ yérds to the front. The Germans permitted this muoh of the
column to pess, then, from positions north and east of St Come du
Mont, brought ﬁeawy fire upon the column. (89)

(82) B=5,p.4l; (83) B-5, p.i4 .
(84) s-4; (85) s-3; (88) 8-23; (87) PK; (88) s8-4; (89) S-2;



SEVERANCE OF THE COLUMN

This was a little too much for the troops just about to
stert their third day of fighting without rest. The battalion
commender, his 83, and the company commanders of Headquarters
and "A"™ Companies were with "D" Company to the front along with
all 6f the machine guns and focket leunchers. Sowmeone along the
line passed the word, "Pull back", ﬁnd the tall of the column
recolled into Beaumont, The battalion adjutant, at the rear,
directed the companlies into assembly areas around the crossroad
a8 they came in, and an effort was made tb_determine who had
ordered the withdrawal.

This point still remains in doubt. None of the officers
would admit having originated the message, and not all of the
men could be interviewed in the dark. It was the opinion of
the most reliable observers that the enemy was too strong at the
front to permit another attempt to rejoin the battalion until
automatic weapons could be obteined. (90) Meanwhile, "D" Com-~
pany,-with the tank, had pushed on to the objective and occupied
& strong defensive position prepared by the Germns. By mid-
night the forwaerd elements of the battalion were well disposed
to hold until morning., (91} It was with considerable surprise
that the battalion commender received, sat 0él5 hours, & radioc
message to return to Beaumont. At 0030 hours the return was
well under way, &nd at 0130 hours the battalion had closed in
Beaumont. The tank had been knocked out by a German rocket on
the objecti#e, and the body of one of the tank ocrew was blown

out of the tank into the ditch &t the side of the read where it

(90) PK; (91) s-2.
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burned. The croasroad was subsequently referred to as '"Dead
Men's Corner™ to distinguish it from another crossroad, the one
to the east of St Come du Mont.

PLAN FOR D PLUS 2

When the rearmost element of the battalion had decided against
attempting to Jjoin the forward part of the battalion, the senior
officer present took a patrol and reported the situation to Col~
onel Sink in his CP at Angoville eau Plain. He arrived a few min-
utes behind Brigadier General Anthony McAuliffe, the Assistent
Division Commander, who had brought news of new attachments., The
belated battalion of the 40lst Glider Infentry was attached agein
to the regimént, along with a battalion of the HQlst Parachute
Infantry. Nearly two battalions of artillery and additional light
tanks had been made available and were also attached. (92)}(93) |

With.such a strong force avallable for the attack on St Come
du Mont and the bridges o the south, Colonel Sink did not be-
lieve it prudent to leave the 1st Battalion in its extended po-
sition, end he had promptly ordered it back to Beaumont.

The order for the attack in the morning wes given verbdally,
and generslly 1t_0alled for the convergence of all the availabhle
battalionsupon.st Come du Mont and the highway extending south
to the bridge over the Douve, which was assigned to the 40lst for
destruction, The 5015t was asslgned a sector on the right of the_
401st, and the lst Battalion was given the extreme right sector.
The 24 Battalion was to follow the lst Battalion by bounds. The
attack would be supported by tanks and artillery. The line of
departure extended roughly northeest and southwest from a point
on the road about four hundred yards south of Besumont. The

(92) B-6, p.13; (93) B-5, p.48.
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attack was to jump off at O445 hours, preceded by an elaborate
artillery preparation.' The two battalions of artillery were to
Tire & ten-minute preparation on suspected enemy strong points,
including St Come du Mont, to be followed by & rolling barrage
. 8cheduled to adfance one hundred yards évery four minutes. (94}

The time left for preparation of the attack was negligible.
It permitted passing the orders to only battalion end company
commanders, and left very 1ittle time for orienting junior lead-
ers on the situation and the mission. (95)(98) The battalion
commander of the HS0lst Parachute Infantry knew little of the
general situetion in the eres, amd could meke only a map study of
the terraih. Time was of interest to the lst Battalion as a
periocd for sleep only. So fatigued were the troops that the com-
pany commanders had to physically kick the men awake and on their
feet at jump off time. (97) The gun crews and ammunition bearers,
who had left their units the preceding night, were sorted out in-
to their respective units enroute to the line of depariure,

The battalion plan of attack envisaged that "A" Company,
followed by "C" Company, would attack toward the east side of St
Come du Mont on the battalion's right, while "D" Company, which
was still attqched, would attack on the left bf "A" Company,
followed by "B" and Heedquarters Companies. (98]'

. THE ATTACK |

The attack was launched on tiﬁa, althouéh there was still
considerable confusion caused by men moving to théir proper units.
The Artillery preperation was fired as planned and the troops
followed it as close as one hundred yards. No enemy resistanoce.
was ancOuﬁterad and the attack progressed to the road leading cast
out of St COme'du Ment, |
{9%) B=&; p.14%; (95) B-3, p.1%0; (98) PK; (97) EW; (98) 8-2,

35



Along this road the battalion halted end built up a line,
and soon was brought under heavy morter fire., Mortars could be
heard firing from the southwest part of the town; either the fire
was observed, or 1t had been previously registered for it was in-.
credibly accurate. The zone of fire extended from the east edge
of town, along the roed, end past the corossroad, the crossroad
receiving particularly heswy concentrations. {99)(100}

From this point, the situation becomes obscure. 'Other
historianz have attempted t0 record the succeeding events with

doubtful sucecess. Colonel S.L.A.Marshall, the historian of the

_ Europeah Theater, spent several days in June and July 19484 inter-

viewing the avallsble participants in the action., His record,
which appears in a small unit study entitled,"506th Parachute
Infantry in Normendy Drop", is brief and someﬁhat misleading.

His story alleges to relate the actions of battalions, whereeas

in polnt of fact, the battalions had hecome so dispersed and
intermingled that their identity was lost, and the history relates
more'accurataly the movements of the battelion commanders and
small elements of the bettalions.

At the crossroad, the commanders of the lst Battalion, HO06th
and the lst Battalion of the FOlst met. This was their first
contact, the attack order having been given t0 each individuslly,
and their first opportunity to dlscuss bouﬁdaries, mutual support,
and rate of progress.‘ Both commenders were of the opinion that

the crossroad south of St Come du Mont wes the specific objective

- of their own battalion. Additionslly, the H0lst was being pinched

out, as the 1lst Battalion's left Plank lay on the road

and the inﬁndated erea on the right was forcing the 40lst into the
left of the 501s%. (1015(102} |

(99) s-3; (100} EW; (101) s-2; (102) Bel, p.78



. Colonel Sink was contacted by radio and the situation ex-
plained to him. He directed the lst Battalion of the FO6th to -
seize St Come du Mont, and the H01lst, lst Battalion, to selze the
orossroad. {103)

In the half hour that this conference had consumed, most of
the troops had teken what cover they could and had fallen asleep,
Others, uncomfortable under the heavy mortar fire, had moved for-
ward tb evoid it. Troop leaders had hecome casueltlies snd vir-
tually all control was lost, Thus, when the order to atteck the
town Was.given, there were few troops available to execute the
mission,

The battelion adjutant and the S3 rounded up the few Head-
quarters Company men that could be found, and this force of about
ten men asttacked the town along the road west, under the direoction
of the edjutant. The S3 endsavored to find more of the battalion
gnd finglly located pert of a platoon of "D" Company. This unit
attacked from the north on the east side of the mein highway. ﬁoth'
of these attacks were stopped by the enemy at the edge of the towu.

(104) (105)

About twenty men from "A" and "C" Companies had gone rorward
while the battalion commanders were determining who was to seiga
the crossroad, They moved to a position on top a.cut along thé
highweay from which they could ocover the crossroad by fire, and ;

- stretched out to sleep. (106} The remeinder of the battalion,

acecording to reports of officers thet night, was either asleep%

or drowsily waiting for the atteck to asdvance, 4 part of "D" ;
| Company had gome on down %0 the objective prior to the time théf
the rest of the battalion had helted. This element, finding if—
self over extended, returned to the crossroad shout 1000 hoursl
and occupied German prepared positions, (107) :
(103) s-2; (104) S-4; (105) s-2; (108) EW; (107) B-3, p.l58.
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The two units attacking the town spent wost of the day ex-
changing a few shots with enemy soldiers iﬁ the town, but made no
ageressive effort to continue the atteck until 1600 hours, whan a
patrol returned and reported the town to be empty. (108}

The situation was little better in the 50lst Battalion. Part
of it had eventually gone forward past the objective, and had then
returned to it when 88 mm fire from the south made their more ex-
posed forward position untenable, (109}

There are at least two views of the ensmy aotion that day:
The one taken by Lt Colonel Charles H Chase, the Regimentel Exee-
utive GfTicer, that the énemy resistence encountered in and around
5t Come du Mont wae "a hilgh-powered delaying action"™; and the
view taken by this ﬁriter, although neither can be proven,

The first slement of the batitaslion to engage in a fire fight
was the mixed group from A" and "C" Cowphniea shortly after 0800
‘hours, when 1t had taken position aiong the highway cut. This
action was with what appeared to be a pafrol moving south out of
the town. In the ensuing fire fight, eéch sl de incurred one cas-
ualty. The patrol withdrew and no further enemy activity was
noted in the south of town. (1Y} The second encounter was about
0900 hours, when the adjutant's group attacked the east slide of
the town and was held off. (111) The third encounter was shortly
after 0900 hours, when the "D" Company force attacked and was
pushed back. (112}

The fourth contact was at about 1000 hours when the "A" and
"G" Company group, and.the.elements of the 50lst near the cross-

foad, were attacked by a smell force from the west. This attack

(108) S-2; (109) B-3, p.158; (110) EW; (111) S-2; (112) S-k.
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was driven off, and another, in greater strehgth, was launched

immediately. The apparent objective of the attack was the high
ground overlooking the cut. This attack was also stopped, but

wWith a loss of ebout half of the "A" and "C" Company men. They
were ohn exposed ground and had no entrenching tools to maeke any
kind of cover. Further, the ground to the rear was so éxposed
thet retreat was impossible, eand the safest tactics appeared 0o
be the continuous employment of every weapon avallable,

These attacks continued untll nearly noon, when the enemy
executed a flanking maneuver around the right flank and seized
the hill, drivihg the eight or ten remaining mwen back to the
r0ad on the east. At precisely this moment, reenforocements in
the form of three light tanks arrived from the direction of
Beaumont and were immediately commlitted frontslly towerd the
out. About twenty men from the 501lst and the "A" end "C" Com-
pany forces, taking cover in rear of the tanks, advenced and re=-
captured their previous position, (11%) 'fhe presence of the |
tanks put en entirely different light on the situwuation, appar-
ently, for the enemy promptly withdrew to the west. (L15)

Ssizure of the crossrcad, and the clearing of enemy from
the beachhead area, completed the initisal mission of the 10lst
Alrvorne Division. At about 1800 hours, the battalion was
assembled east of St Come du Mont and reverted to regimental
reserve. The following day, an abandoned sgupply train was
found with 1ts head at the objective crossroad, and extending
back along the road to the west. This traln was horsedrawn,
and consisted of about fifty wagons with various supplies, =a
few artillery pieces and kitchen wagons with utensils, contain-
ing 8 meal, still warm. (117)(118) Whether or not this train

(113} EW; '
{114} EW; (115) B-1, p.78; (117} B-8, p.14%; {118) EW,

39



belonged to a unit emplaced to execute a delaying action,or

%0 a unit which was attempting to fight its way southward through
St Come du Mont to Carentan, was never detsrmined. The question
1s of importance now only in considering the doctrine of defense
agalnst sirbvorne troops. The Normandy campaign clearly indicated
that the German defense sgainst elrborne attack was not tactically

sound,
ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

From the viewpoint of historians interested mainly in the
"big ploture", the smployment of Airborne troops in Operation
Overlord clearly illustrates the tactical advantage of using
airborne and seaborne troops together in establishing a beach-
head. The.closé proximity of Utah and Omaha Beaches, the simi-
larity of terraln, defending troops, time and plan of the sea-
borne assault, and the marked contrast in casualties, and D-day
ground taken by the seaborne units on the two beaches, most cer-
tainly will be used as & yerdstick by future strategists and his-
toriens. Even if they should add to the seaborns casualties on
Utah Béach, the casualties of the Airborne force, it will still
-indicate the desirali lity of combining the two methods of attack.

The selection of the landing zones close to the beach also
will réceive favorsble considerstion, for they tended to isolate
the beachhead from reserves,to permit the destruction of the
actual beach defenders, and enabled the airborpe force 10 he re-~
supplied and reinforced promptly. The additional depth s0 speed-
ily added to the beachhead alsc permitted a more orderly debark-
etion of seaborne troops.

One of the impondersbles of the operation is the comparative
efficliency of the airborne force as it operated from where it
actually was landed, as opposed to whet it might have accomplished

4o



had the air corps put the troops on the planned landing zones.
There was considerable bltterness among the airborne immediately
following the operation, and maps showing actual landing pat-
‘terns of each serial were compiled and forwarded to higher head-
quarters with letters of complaint. From the standpoint of the
alrborne unit commanders, this attitude is understandable, for they
experienced great difficulty in securing tactical unity end could
secure thelr objectives only with scrateh forces.

However, the objectives were secured, often by mixed groups
of less than one-fifth the force which was assigned the obJective,
It is the operations of these small groups which warrants the
most study, for it can be concluded that the determination and
thorough orientation of the individuals in these groups in the
absence of normel tactical leadership was the declding faotor in
th e success of the overall operation.

Certainly, due credit must be given to the tactical command-
ers for providing a good plan of operations, and for their insls-
tence on the most elaborate brisfing of all concerned. They had
the foresight to realize that upon loading into the airplanes in
England, tactical contrcl was temporarlly relinguished - for how
long, they oould not determine., They can, of course, be criti-
cized for their fallure %o foresee the e@ffect of the hedgerows on
the assembly after jump. SRR . u

Secrecy in the essembly after jumping is of course es highly
desirable aS in any other operetion, whethex 1t be movement to
an assembly area prior to an attack, or the occupation of a de-
fensive position; but the desirability of a speedy assembly and
resultant ilmmedlate movement to contaot es 6ppoaed‘to delayed
asgembly and the consequent piecemeal atteck on the verious -
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objectives, as was the result in this'operation, must be care~
fully weighed to determine the desired degree of secrecy to be
imposed on the assembly.

Full responsibility hed been placed on the Air Corps for
the delivery to pinpoint landing zones, where it wes anticipéted
that the deasity of {froops would be such that normel assembly
procedures would suffice, and where each battalion commander was
responsible for'the assembly of his troops by whatever method he
chose. This delegation of responsibility for the assembly and
failure to provide emergency assembly proéedures is questionable
in the face of thé previous repeated Alr Corps failures to
deliver to the selected drop zones in Africa, Sicily, and on
numerous occasions in training. This practlice was advantageous
in one.reSpéct in that it left the Air Corps as & whipping post
should assembly he 100 long delayed; but it made small provision
for the execution of the ground mission. Conformity to the
military precept of commend responsibility in this instance left
much to be desired, for the Air Corps commandera_in turn could
~fall baock on the weather and flaek, both beyond thelr control, as
the reasons for thelr failure.

.On the other hand, study of the drop landing patitern reveals
that the drop was not so0 bad that a much more successful assgmbly
could Ia ve been made, had adequate provision been made for a bhad
landing. BEach battelion serial was dropped very generally near
its 2one and the distance between sticks was not s0 great as to
entirely rule out line of sight assembly aids.

The 24 Battalion of the 506th Parachute Infantry had the
most successful after-jump assembly of any in the regiment. Its
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principal assembly ald was a cluster of colored lights which the
Batfalion 83 hung as high as possible in a tree atop the hedge-
rows, ahd consequently had assembled about two hundred men at dawn.

The 1st Battalion assembly system was based on the premise
that the Battelion wouid be landed in the same density as that of
the planes in flight. Consequently, upon landing, the last man
out of the plane would orient himself on the direction flown by
.the planes and would then move in the opposite dlrection, collec-
“ting members of his stick as he moved back towérd the first man
out, Successive waves Of nine planes 1in the serial would super-
impose their sticks on the first wave on the ground, so that a
general movement to assembly would be under way prior to the time
the last men were on the ground.

An sdditional aid, a red signal lamp, was carried by each
company commander, to be flashed in a prearranged code toward the
oncoming men out of the plane after him. In training, this system
had worked well, and the battalion could assemble after a good
drop near the pathfinder T on the drop zone within twenty minutes
after the last man was out of his ship. This was on fterrain-
without hedgerows. The hedgerows tended to isolate men in the
various small fields, and neither the signal lemp, nor the intended
gravitation toward the end of the drop zone, was effective,

Another device had been utilized with great success in train-
ing, bub was discarded for the operetion on the grounds that 1t
violated secrecy, and would be unnecessary, as it was.presumed
‘that the Air Corps would deliver to the drop zone, which had been
so thoroughly studied from air photos and terrain models. This
device was the 60 mm mortar parachute flare, which was visible
for more than & mile. Obviously, in discarding this aid, proper
consideration was not glven to the terrsin or the possibility of
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Just as seaborne assault troops have criticized the navy
for faeilure to deliver tc¢ aessigned beaches, airborne troops have
criticized the air corps for failure to deliver to assigned drop
zones. It is felt that this general tendency for ground fgrce
commanders to rely on command responsibility of another arm %o
deliver thelr troops to a designated point to initiate combat, is
questionable. More properly, they should expebt the worst, and
have alternate plans.

It is worthwhile to keep in mind the doctrine of defense
" against airborme attack as presently taught at The Infantry School
in anelyzing the German defense in this operation. It is diffi-
cult to criticize the German defenders in their defense against
airborne attack, as so little is known of their actual plan. The
artillery battery near Holdy, by staying within 1ts position, and
not attackiﬁg from the position to kill or capture the landing
parachutists in the immediste area, was itself destroyed. The
doctrine of defense against airborne attack as presently taught
offers little improvement over the tactlcs employed by this
artillery battery. _

An snti-asirborne defense doctrine which would be more valid
must be based on the premise "Kill or be killed". A4lrborne troops
are initially in no position either to take great numbers of
priscners or to defeﬁd themselves. Humanitarienism and inter-
national law may demend -that quarter must be offered, but the
defender who expecte quarter from airborne troops, or offers it
$0 them, on their initial landing, is & fool.

It is not meant to imply that querter.wes refused in this
operation, for wherever it was of fered it was accepted., It is
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the intent to indicate that the defenders of the artillery battery
near Holdy lost thelr position and suffered great casualties not
commensurate with the casualties they dould have inflicted on the
parachutists in the field, had they been imbued with & doctrine

to destroy the attackers as they lay as individuale relatively
helpless in their equipment. As so0n es these individuels achleved
mobility, and joined other forces, even one or two other individu-
als, they became an attacking force.

Such a small unimposing group is not a formidable opponent,
but thalaésembly of such groups into any kind of a striking force
must be prGVGntéd at all costs. These groups initially have no
rear area; no adminisirative personnel to take care of prisoners;
no definite knowledge of the locetion of other groups or medical
installations; no informetion of the overall success of the
‘operation elsewhere; and they most definitely are imbued in treain-
ing,and by the circumstances of their situafion, with the will to
close with and destroy the enemy, for easoh enemy destroyed increases
their own chance of survival. These factors must bs considered in
establishing a doctrine of defense.

It is believed that our airborne strétegists and tacticlans
are too much bemused by their opinions of the invincibility of an
airborne ettack, and hmve not given sufficient serious thought to
determining & defense against airborne plan which will be workabdle.

Colonel S.L.A, Marshall, in his small unit study,"506th Para-
chute Infantry in Normandy Drop", observes: "With all their ad-
vantages, these Germans could not get thelr heads up. They fired
Trom whatever céver they heppened to be holding, and not one mem
among them moved out to engage the inveders in personal enéounter.

All ovér the Cotentin Peninsula, wherever the airborne lended, this
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held tque. The éhemy seemed gripped by mortel terror. His men
would fire, buit they would not move out,"

..The present doctrine, like the Germén tactics in thisIOper~
ation, does not presoribe thet every unit down to pleatoon must
have a definite erea of responsibility te defend b&'fire and by
shoeck action., Reather, 1t preseribés that a unit will contein the
enemy until & mobile reserve can counterattack. And what happens
Wwhen the mobile reserve itself is involved in defending against
an airborne attack on its own position? Should the outlying unit
continue to attempt tb contain by fire.alone, and be destroyed by
small units escaping from their zone of fire and rallying to
attack thelr position? What happens to the moblle reserve when
suffihient small grouﬁs have assembled and surrounded their
position? Can they hope to hold off until D plus 2 or 3, when
the airbdrne has comsolidated and can establish POW ceges?

The dootrine of defense, at all costs, and the more dommon-
1y practiced and mere easily taught virtue of living to fight
again another day;'must be correctly blended to provide a sound
defense. |

Second guessing - in this opération, the Gemmans could ie ve
put up e much better defense if they had done three things:
first, required each position and instellation to devise a plan
for containing eirborne troops landing in its zone of responsi-
bility by fire with pert of its force, and immediately attacking
and destroying the eirborne troops in the area contained; seocxnd,
~indicating rellying polints for the troops in the positions and
inétallationa in the areas not'affectad by the landing operations,
This would have been in keeping with the principle of mass of our.
own troops for a vigorcus countérattack or a strong defense on
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ground of your own choosing, It would further the principles

of economy end of force and security by removing small vulnerable
units from dangerous'arsas.wherein they could be expected to be
overpun &hd destroyed. It would tend to tuild up a foroe capable
of taking the offensive. It would permit the principle of move-
ment to be utiliged, as. opposed to remaeining on position, being
surrocunded, andltaken.

Third, it.ia apparent that the Germans failed to have a mo-
bile reserve down to company level. Pfesent doctrine teaches
that & mobile reserve will be maintained at battelion smd regi-
mental level. In rear areas, and in this case any area not over-
looking thé beaches 1s considered a rear area, experience teaches
that in combat, comfori of thé troops 1is a prime consideration,
anld usually results in troop occupation of buildings when not
actually on position; and the location of sultable buildings 1is
frequently ﬁore of a deciding factor in troop disposifion thar
maintaining tascticel unit, Therefore, it is more common to find
a company with ta&tical.unity than it is to find a battalion. Even
the company must provide certain’security elements in its own
area, and these security elements are included in those positions
and instellations such as are mentioned in the precedlng peragraph.
The remainder of the company not on security details should be
consl dered a mobile reserve, and should be authorized, if not
previously dirscted, to make immedlate attack across any landing
zone in its ares. Speed 1s far more importent in this consider-
etion than is the accumulation of & large counterattacking forage,
to seek out and destroy an elusive and ever increasing airborne .
force. p

The essence of the dcotrine of anti-airborne defense must be
the dental of the principle of maess {0 the airborne at all costs,
and through the mass of own troops,by the use o rallying polnt s,
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the attainment of movement, economy cof foree, cooperation, secur-
ity, and most important, the offensive.

The analysis of the supply funcilons and operations of the
Normandy campsign deserves separéte treatment, for the problems
of supply were extremely difficult gnd complex until the beach
- area was bullt up and capable of giving logistical support. Em-
phasis in training the battallon had been entirely on tactics,
and little attention had been given to treining the company com-
manders in supply oflammunitibn in combat. On D-day the problem
was acute, The widespread drop had scattered supply bundles over
a considerable area, and the only emmunition resupply available
was that taken from the dead and wounied, or from what bundles
had lended in the immediate ares of the various locallzed opera-
tions.

The decision to have a reserve of morter end machine gun
amminition carried on individusls not members of the crews of
thoee weapons was excellent. It 1is unfortunate that in training.
the same technique had not been practiced, so that the troops
would be acoustomed to carrying emmunition for other than their
basic weapon, and would have realized the 1lmportance of maintain-
ing thet reserve., 4s it worked 1in praoﬁice, the nien wefe primar-
ily concermd with their individual weapons and responsibilities
and tended to ebandcn this extra ammunition when it became bur~
densome. Previous experience would hgve been helpful also in
establishing procedures snd technigues for colleeting this ammu-
nition and. having it available as needed. The limited transpor-
tation, even when supplemented by indigenous wagons and ceptured
vehicles was insuffilclent to collect the far flung bundles, hany
of which were covered by enemy fire.
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Leaving the "Big Picture”, analyzing the tactical opera-
tiohs of the bhatvtslion itself, the D-day activities of the bat-
talion can be ignored, for it did noﬁ function as & battalioﬁ,
being so greatly dispersed, although the actions of two elements
of the battalion have been discusaed; The most important lessons
t0 be learned from the D-day activities pertain exclusively to
small unit fighting.

The typicsl sction described in the reduction of the artil-
lery battery at Holdy indicates the need for superior physlcal
condition in all ranks, It also indicates that commanders and
officers of any force andzany grade must be capable of sufficient
flexibility of thought t¢ commend squads, pletoons, companiss,
and in extrsme circumstances must be able to temporarlly take
command of & battalion.

The march from Culoville to Vierville was tactically correct.
and the snap Judgment 6f the company commanders in edopting ﬁhe
formation of company line with platoons in column turned out to
be the most expedlent formation for progress in the hedgerow
country.

The action at Beaumont warrants cersful analysis. Colonel
Turner's decision to use tank artillery fire in blesting & way
through the hedgerows to the fronf was commendeble with one ex-
ception. He should not have gone himself, His death changed a
"confident aggressive battalion into en indecisive and hesitant one.
He had personal knowledge ¢f the attitude of his company commanders
toward his executive, and from his reluctance to vest responsibility
in this officer, 1t i1s probabla that he too lacked conficence in him,
The Colonel's death had one beneficisl result, for the company
officers ceased exposing themselves in thelr previous reckless menner
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The repeated capture and abandonment of the farm buildings

by "B" Company was a-@efinite tactical error. If the road net

had net been as extensive as it was, the determination to con-
tinue attacking through this position could be justified. None
of the other roads were attemptéd.

In this same conneetlon, it is difficult to imagine what
the new battalion commander had in mind when he initially re-
called "B" Company, for he Kknew then the situation to "A" Com-
pany's front. His indecisiveness in ordering_either A" or "CV
Gompénies to sxploit "B" Company's success, resulted in the loss
6f an opportunlty to at least attempt the use of another rosad.

- "D" Company upon being attached was relatively fresh and was near-
ly equal in strength to the battelion, It probably could have
taken over the farmhouse mission by ifself, but instead wes used
as a base of fire.

The movement from Beaumont to the crossroads south of St Come
du Mont at 2100 was initlated after sundown, and the prospect of
arriving at Dead Man's Corner prior to dark was doubtful. However,
it is considéred that this decision,taetically, was correot, for
the.Divisiqn mission,in part?was the blocking of enemy reserves
from the south, and the speedy execution of this mission was of
vital importance.

The weaknesses of transmitting messages by word of mouth down
a column have repeatedly been demonstrated., The orders for the
movement of the tanks, machine guns, and beazookas to the head of
the column, without specifying which were a violation of the |
principle of economy of force and poor message origineting tech-
nique. The resultant stripping of the weapons of the rear element
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left 1t vulnerable.

The message to pull_back was not authoritatively 1ssued, yet
it was acoepted and acted upon by officers end men alike without
challenge. There is a slight possibility to excuse this neglect
in that the previous messsges delivered in like.fashion haed re-~
ceived equally prompt action.

The men of "D" Compeny and thé element of the Battalion ar-
riving at the crossrocad that night, have frequently criticized the
order to give up the ground that they had-capturad, an.d feturn to
Beaumont. They seem to have felt that they were on the objective
in well prepared positions; thet they had radic contect with regi-
ment to direct artillery fire had it been made evailable to them;
and that there was no loglcal reason for thelr abandoning the
ground that they had captured.

The lates? information ﬁhich the regimentel commander and the
essistant division cpmmander could consider, in arriving at the
declslon t0 recall the battalion, was that there was apparently
a strongly defended position extending from the lnundated area
| east of Angoville au Plein due west to the mein highway, through
which the battalion had penetrated. The additional tenks and
artillery support made available t0 the division wes to be inte-
grated into a ooordinated attack to overrun this position.

- It would appear that thexre was little geined in withdrawing
the battalion,.for it was probebly es safe on the position as it
was penetrating thls same strongly deféndeﬁ line again. However,
once it was withdrawn, the dedisioh to utilize the same battalion

the following morning in the attack is gquestionable.

hl



The 24 Battalion, less "D" Company, had been in reserve since
the preceding morning and would heve been a much more effective

_atriking force in the attack., It was given a supporfing role in

the morning attack, probebly because its commender had given such
a convinecing story of the hardships encountered by his battalion
.in moving through Vierville following the lst Battelion. It seems
that when "C" Company disengaged, the enemy pursuwed the company
into Vierville, epparently more in hopes of esceping inland thaw
bent on a vigorous attack. The fire which'thase.troopa put on the
24 Battelion moving through Vierville stopped it cold, Lt Colonel
Charles H Chsse, the regimental executive officer, came upon the
battalion and found little'effort being made to drive back the
enemy, whereupon, as he states, he moved around and found a few

- people which he sent out to the flanks to do something about this
matter and shartly thereafter the enemy fire céased; and the eneny
commenced to surrender. Over & hundred prisoners were taken by the
- 24 Battalion, which was & convincing ergument to present as to the
fatigue of that battalion,

In rebuttel of this, the lst Battelion had few prisoners to
show. Its action in moving through Beaumont was not impressive
a8 it was time comsuming and little ground was gained; so it ocould
.be concluded that it had hot attacked with much vigor. Perhaps
the reason for giving it an attack mission was that the extreme
fatigue of the battalion was not realized, and it was being offer-
ed.an opportunify to distinguish itself.

It was a most ineffective striking force in the morning at-
tack. As hes been related, it had not had time to reorgahize
since 1ts recall from Dead Men's Corner. The men and 6ffioers
were 80 fatigued thaf they were incoherent and unintelligible,
and moved like automatons., The battalion as such did nothing note-

worthy 1n the attack on St Come du Mont and Dead Man's Corner,
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although & few individuals accidently became involved in the
fighting for possession of the-higﬁ ground above the highway cut.
The Zd Battalion prébably could have seized the town and assisted
in the holding of the crossroad with mueh greeter dispatch, there-
fore the décision t0 commit an exhausted battalion in preferenoe'
to & fresh battalion is considered to be unjustifiable,

The issuénce of the attack order 80 late at night is apper-
ently cuétomary and neocessary. In this instence, it precluded.the
possibility of any kind of reconnalssance, end did not permit the
battaelion to properly reorganize. - The confusion in determining
who was responsible for the seizure of Dead Man's Corner indiéates‘
the possibility that the attack order la ckedclarity. Perhaps the
order was clearly given but not undérst@od. The absence of.a
written record of the order preclﬁdes the clarification of this
point, and 1lndicates the desiyability of issuing written orders
down to battalion level, eand in time to permit coordinetion between
adjacenf commanders, clarificetion of questionable points, and
issuance of detailed orders‘to the lowest echelon.

In retrospect, one factor important to trbcp'morale wag ne-
gleected during thls period. That is information of the general
gituation. The first knowledge concerning the success of failure
of the seaborne troops was recelved the day fallowing the fall of
St Come du Mont from a French woman who had & redic report thaet
the British had gotten ashore on their beaches, and that American
forces were landing on what had been designated Omaha and Utah |
beach.

Information of this néture would have been of unestimable

morale velue to the tired troops the preceding day. Aside from
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the few tanks they had seen, they felt that they were fighting
the war by themselves. Over half of thelr comrades were sbsent
either as jump or battle casualties, or had failed to assemble
after the drop. An enocoureging word of friendly progress when
K rations were being passed out, would hate done much t0 erase
the prevalent feeling of lonellness.

A graphic summary of the operation of the 1lst Battalion,
506th Parachute Infantry, from 6-8 June 1944, is appended.

LESSONS
L. The best defense againet airborne Aassault 1s 8 vigor-
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ous attaek%éf,the airborne personnel on their drop zone prior
b R i e i e
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to the time they can unlimber their equipment aend assemble.

.~ 8. The advantages of knowledge of the terrain are lost
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to the defender who fa&leiieeeeeioxavxeoeouﬁ,coanterattacks in

Mo

his area of penetration.
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o 3. 'l‘he employment of airborne.btroeps.in.rear of. 8 beach-
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; heed adds immeoi $e depth, and providesfsecurity for a landing .
operation.

4. 1In combined Operatione, as in ground operations, the
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oommander ‘musy provide. for the. werot in $Qund alternate plens.

5. “Airborne oPerations emphasize the need for tactioal

i'ranke, for every offioer is a potential equad

y e R

profioiency inz
1eader or battalion commander, whether or not his specialty 1is
in supply, administration, or command. |

6. Good quality airphotoe and terrain models, and liberel
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time for their study;_are the beet substitutes for & reconnalssanae
_ S

7. A complete and thorough pre-operetioﬂal orientation is
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essentlial to the success of an eirborne mission.
e

8. Training muet be ae rigorous and realietio as oombat.
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9. Speed and not secrecy mey frequently be the criteria
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for eseembly after a night jump.
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10. The proper doctrine for defense against aizborne ettaok
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is Klll 1mmediate1y or be destroyed piecemeal.

e a T R ) Ry Vid g 22 P e
11. Every unit muet have a plan for contalning and destroy-
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ing alrborne personnel landing in ite vicinity, and for moving
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elsewhere to reinforoe another unit., -

iR+ The individual perechutrggemnet Pe-d, auperior physical
g omnsiss s st AT SRR TR TP "
condition to sustain the rigors of prolonged unsupported oombat
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carrying a great supply load.
13. Every commender owes it to his. unit 30.8eleet and train

“‘- .
a competent replacement for himself, snd that replacement must be
| ; WXL Artui4 3800 s st :

L glven an opoortunity to demonstrate his-profici?ncy to the unit,
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14%. The tankﬁinfantry team is the best wégpon for attack in

hedgerow country.
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15, Careful study must be given to the terrain in planning
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every operation.

16. Resupply problems are a phase of traig}nl]whiggﬁgpgiung
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emphaeized realistically by practical field problem in addition
s AT .
to classroom study.

17. The lives of troops and the succeesyg;xbne gperation must
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not be mdangerEQX nef.e.emnlomame-efa---eths,taea,.. ,,.nn_;_t’_c_._s__(___when fresh
units are available.

18. An informed soldieg A8, 8. betler combetb-soldier.
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19, The poor tectics in needlessly relinquishing ground once
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captured ie harmful to morele‘
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20. To be sffectlve orders must beclear and timely
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2l. 1In assigning airborne mlssions, objeotlves within the

asint

capabilities of a company or a battalion must be assigned to bat-.
tglions or regiments respectively to insure the aveilability of
sufficient force to accomplish the mission; this practice wes un-

wittingly put into effect in the Normandy Cempaign when the enemy

defense was overestimated.
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